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WELCOMES YOU 


Hi, this Is Joe Franke, writer and artist of Life is a Joke, a 
one-man operation | put out every two months or so. | do 
not accept contributions for this, but | have various other ' 
projects in the works, so if you do something cool, by all 
means, send it out. 
If you buy this by mail, send a dollar. | can't afford to Н 
pay for postage. ! 
І, of course, would like to hear all comments regarding 
this, or just write to say "Гог other meaningful espousations. 
HI trade ads with other publications if it seems to work 
out, and I'll also sell ads for 40$/page, 20$/haif page, 
105/quarter page, and so on Info an ad the size of a period 
() which costs 36, 
O.K., wellif you have any questions, writel It is my 
favorite method of communication. = 
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Cafeteria 3.29.89 
| had this idea. There are these snack vending 
machines with a number of transparent compartments 
(refridgerated, | think) in them. Anyway, this can be 
rotated so you can select the desired snack and open 
the certain compartment with it. O.K., now there's nothing 
. Stopping someone from placing something else in the 
snack's place once the compartment is opened, for 
ann dead rat. Sound like a good idea? Give it 
` atry 
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Socially, life was a drag for most of High School and around then. By 
drag, | mean hanging onto the bumper of a car and going over at least 800 
feet of asphault. | had no friends until the last year, and with them | was still 
pretty much alone most of the time. We were true social outcasts, which was 

with us. 

Атау. we did things, not the same functions other teenagers 
participated In, like dances, football games, and “parties.” Our stuff was more 
along the lines of driving around with zomble mosks оп, screaming at people. 

Doing that sort of thing made us tired. We needed a place to relax, and 
more importantly, to talk. Denny's was there for us. It was almost perfect, A 
large booth was provided for all of us, no parents, good food, and our 
sacrament... coffee. We would, at first. buy coffee because If was not only the 
cheapest thing on the menu, but because refills were endless. It was eternal, 
For a paitry amount we could all partake of the atmosphere and the 
beverage. 

We would sit behind the booth, wire oürselves, and talk on and on about 
plans for the'future, a movie we just saw, music, comics, sex, or other people 
hat were assholes to us. Refills would come (never often enough) and we'd 
periodically get up to use the restroom. The formula was the same. The 
Coffee flowed. 

Coffee become a part of us In a similar way alcohol becomes part of 
other teenager's lives. We started drinking it at home, enabling us to keep 
hours disconcordanant with society. 

1984-Black Flag's Silo It In album comes out with the song ‘Black Coffee." 
tt was too good to be true. My favorite band, my favorite liquid. It became 
my theme song for life. 

1985-The Whirley company in Warren, PA marketed plastic ‘commuter’ 
non-spill coffee cups as a promotional item for donut shops, convenlence 
stores, and the like. They became an obsession with me. 1 would go for long 
~ drives in search of donut stores | didn't have a Cup for. Many had mounts for 
fhe dashboard, so | had a long row of cups across mine, Obstructing my view 
of the road. | had crates of Cups filling my room, and | was constantly on the 
lookout for more. 
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Z Kitchen 3.25.89 : 


| was trying to get a fly out of the kitchen, so | е 
opened the sliding glass door. The fly was on the ledge In : 
the doorway, so | kicked at it to get the fly out of the door. : 
My shoe caught it and it was crushed and smeared 
along the pathway in the grooves the door moves 
Y through. Free death, it was almost effortless. | wonder how 


7, many other actions result In a bonus effect such as this. 
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HOT DOGS COOKED IN A MICROWAVE 
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PRODUCTS 
Life is a Joke 6 Issue Subscription 5$ 
Life is a Joke #1 (Reprint) 1$ 
Life is a Joke #2 (BLACKSTUFF) 15 
Life is a Joke #3 (Reprint) 15 
Life is aJoke #4 15 
STRUGGLE WITH REALITY 15 
Agglomeration of the VILE 15 


Life is a Joke postcards (set of 5) 1$ 

Life is a Joke stickers (set of 4) 506 

Life is a Joke coffee mug 5$ 

Life is a Joke T-shirt (Med/lrg) 105 
ее All prices postage paide e 
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